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Reef Catchments Welcomes New Chair Craig Doyle; Acknowledges Julie Boyd's 9-years of Leadership
Experienced regional leader brings expertise in agribusiness, governance, and advocacy for regional Queensland to natural resource management (NRM) organisation
16/03/2026 – For Immediate Release
Reef Catchments Limited is pleased to announce the appointment of Craig Doyle as Chair. Craig commenced in the role this week and will actively engage with the organisation and regional stakeholders. His appointment follows the conclusion of Julie Boyd's 9-year tenure as Chair.
Craig succeeds Julie Boyd, who has served as Chair since 2016. Julie was Reef Catchments' first female Chair and has been instrumental in establishing the organisation as a credible, professional leader in natural resource management. Under Julie's strategic leadership, Reef Catchments secured significant funding partnerships with NRM Regions Queensland to bring state election commitments to reality, revised and strengthened the organisation's strategic direction, and championed sustainable organisational growth that has enabled long-term environmental outcomes. Her 9 years of dedicated service, governance expertise, and strategic vision have set a strong foundation for the organisation's future. Julie's commitment to balancing environmental sustainability with social and economic sustainability has shaped Reef Catchments' approach to regional resilience.
Julie Boyd says "It has been an absolute privilege to serve as Chair of Reef Catchments for the past decade. The organisation's success is built on the expertise, passion, and dedication of our team. Craig brings exceptional regional experience and deep connections that will serve Reef Catchments well. I'm confident in the organisation's future and the important work ahead."
Craig brings extensive experience in regional governance, infrastructure planning, and community development, with deep connections throughout the Mackay Whitsunday Isaac region and across natural resource management (NRM) stakeholder networks. He has held senior leadership roles across regional governance, infrastructure, and agribusiness, including Chief Executive Officer of Mackay Regional Council and Gladstone Ports Corporation, and Executive General Manager at Wilmar. His role with the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility in Cairns, combined with previous roles at Mackay Sugar and other regional organisations, demonstrates his deep commitment to regional development and sustainable growth. These values align perfectly with Reef Catchments' vision.
Craig Doyle says "Julie Boyd has established an exceptional foundation for Reef Catchments. My role is to build on that legacy whilst bringing fresh perspectives on regional partnerships and supporting the team's ambitious agenda. I'm committed to ensuring Reef Catchments remains the leading NRM organisation in the region.”
Reef Catchments Chief Executive Officer Katrina Dent welcomed the appointment.
“Craig's background in the sugar industry and his advocacy for regional Queensland align perfectly with Reef Catchments' vision to secure natural capital and support the communities and industry's goal for sustainable regional growth," said Katrina Dent, CEO at Reef Catchments. "His connections and business acumen will be invaluable as we continue to advance natural resource management across the Mackay Whitsunday Isaac region."

Media Inquiries: Jemma Pope or Jamie-Lee Carter
Phone: 07 4968 4200, 0438 726 226
Email: communications@reefcatchments.com
Office: Mackay
About Reef Catchments
Reef Catchments is the Natural Resource Management (NRM) organisation for the Mackay Whitsunday Isaac region. We are a non-government, not-for-profit organisation. We facilitate change and work for long-term solutions to sustain, and improve our region’s natural resources and environment, now and into the future. 
With over 22 years of regional leadership in natural resource management, Reef Catchments operates from offices in Mackay and Proserpine, facilitating over 50 skilled staff across more than 40 active projects spanning sustainable agriculture, waterway health, reef resilience and biodiversity. 
In FY2025, Reef Catchments managed funding of just under $17 million, with FY2026 funds remaining at this strong level to enable key environmental projects. Through partnerships with community, researchers, local councils and State and Federal government agencies, Reef Catchments works to improve natural resource conditions and community capacity to engage in long-term environmental solutions.
www.reefcatchments.com.au
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