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Whitsundays Host Five-Year Reef Restoration Showcase 
Media invited to cover the official wrap-up event of the Whitsunday Reef Islands Initiative
 
Sorrento Restaurant | 26 February 2026 

Media are invited to cover the official wrap-up of the Whitsunday Reef Islands Initiative (WRII), marking the conclusion of a five-year program funded by the Great Barrier Reef Foundation and delivered by Reef Catchments in partnership with research institutions, Traditional Owners and tourism operators. 

Since 2020, the Initiative has tested innovative coral and seagrass restoration methods under real-world conditions in the Whitsundays; combining science, tourism and local stewardship to strengthen reef resilience. 
 
Over the life of the Initiative:  
· More than 300 million coral larvae were released at degraded sites using Coral IVF techniques  
· Over 13,000 coral fragments were planted at priority reef locations  
· Research plots recorded increases in coral cover of up to 200%  
· Approximately 65,000 seagrass seeds were collected and dispersed across one hectare of meadow  
· Early reseeding trials recorded increases in seagrass cover of up to 300% within selected research plots 
· Established a seagrass nursery to produce plant and seed material for future restoration and research 
· 46 local tourism businesses measured and began reducing their carbon footprint  
 
Importantly, all projects have been delivered hand in hand with the community and emphasised building the capacity of local people and organisations to adopt these tools long-term. 
The event will bring together project leads to reflect on outcomes and discuss how lessons from the Whitsundays are informing ongoing reef restoration efforts. 
 
 
Program Highlights (26 February 2026) 

11:30am – 1:00pm | Project Leads’ Impact Presentations 
· CQUniversity – Seagrass nursery establishment and restoration trials 
· University of Technology Sydney – Coral Nurture Program outcomes 
· Australian Institute of Marine Science – Boats4Corals and larval reseeding 
· Whitsunday Regional Council – Tourism carbon benchmarking 
· University of Queensland – Program-wide outcomes 

1:30pm – 1:45pm | Great Barrier Reef Foundation 
Program achievements and how learnings apply to broader Reef restoration efforts 

1:45pm – 2:00pm | Reef Catchments 
Program legacy and next steps 
 

Media Opportunities 
Interview opportunities will be available before and after formal presentations. Media are encouraged to confirm attendance in advance to coordinate access. Interviews available with representatives from: 
· Reef Catchments  
· Great Barrier Reef Foundation  
· Participating research institutions 
· Project leads 
Footage, imagery and recorded interviews will be compiled into a post-event media package. 
 
Event Details 
Date: 26 February 2026 
Time: 10:30am - 3:00pm 
Location: Sorrento Restaurant, Coral Sea Marina 
 

Media Inquiries 
Media wishing to attend or arrange interviews should contact: 
Jamie-Lee Carter, Reef Catchments Communications and Media Officer 
M: 0409 898 296 
E: communications@reefcatchments.com

About Reef Catchments 
Reef Catchments are the Natural Resource Management (NRM) group for the Mackay Whitsunday Isaac region. We are a non-government, not-for-profit organisation. We facilitate change and work for long-term solutions to sustain, protect, and improve our region’s natural resources and environment, now and into the future. 

Our team are skilled and outcome-focused people, all dedicated to looking after the environment in the Mackay Whitsunday Isaac region. For more information: www.reefcatchments.com.au  
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