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Milestone $7.4M Investment set to lift sugarcane productivity, bolster profitability and improve Reef Water Quality 
 
Mackay Whitsunday Reefwise Farming Project  
 
For Immediate Release 

Sugarcane growers across the Mackay-Whitsundays are set to gain from a major $7.4 million investment supporting productivity, profitability and improved water quality for the Great Barrier Reef. The funding represents a significant boost for growers working to strengthen both farm performance and environmental outcomes. 

Reef Catchments, the region’s Natural Resource Management (NRM) organisation, will lead delivery of the Reefwise Farming Project through to 2028, supporting growers to make practical, profitable improvements on farm.  

“This project will give growers the on-ground support they need to increase productivity while contributing to meaningful improvements in water quality,” said Reef Catchments Sustainable Agriculture Manager, Todd McNeill. 

Over the next three years, the project will work with 60 sugarcane growers, offering tailored agronomy support, nutrient and chemical management planning, major equipment grants and opportunities for peer learning. The aim is simple: support informed decisions that make sense on-farm and help protect the Reef over the long term. 

Delivery will be supported by leading agronomy and industry partners including Farmacist, Mackay Area Productivity Services, Sugar Research Australia and Nutrien Ag Solutions, ensuring growers receive trusted, practical advice backed by industry experience. 

Mr McNeill said the project is focused on real outcomes for growers. “This is about informed decisions backed by expertise. We’re partnering with growers to refine practices, apply existing knowledge, and accelerate upgrades that lift productivity and reduce losses to waterways.” 

Steering committee members from across the cane industry have welcomed the announcement, noting the strong results of previous collaborations with Reef Catchments.  

"I am honoured to serve as a participant on the steering committee for the upcoming Reefwise Farming Program,” says Queensland Cane, Agriculture and Renewables (QCAR) Central District Manager Sonia Ball. “I am confident that the current Federal Government is approaching this initiative with a fresh perspective, and I look forward to working alongside my fellow members to champion common-sense and realistic strategies that are easily integrated into existing farming operations.” 

Ms Ball also reflected upon the advantages of the Reefwise Farming project, stating, “One of the most advantageous aims of the program from the perspective of the sugarcane farmer will be increasing productivity, demonstrating that environmental stewardship and farm profitability can go hand-in-hand. By focusing on practical, non-threatening delivery methods, we can ensure these outcomes are achievable for our farmers while securing a healthy future for our iconic Great Barrier Reef."  

Canegrowers representative Kevin Borg noted the significance of the Reefwise Steering Committee as an opportunity for local growers to build peer to peer connections, champion positive environmental outcomes and have a voice in project delivery. 

“Environmental stewardship has been a long journey for the sugar industry, bringing it to an industry that now has world recognition for its environmental credentials,” says Mr. Borg.  “However, we can’t just rest on our laurels. With my vast experience in the industry both as a grower and a representative, I look forward to having a say in the Reef Farming Project.” 

Mr McNeill added, “The Reefwise steering committee is important as it brings the diverse voices together to guide good decisions that keep the project practical, accountable, and focused on real outcomes." 

The project is part of the Australian Government’s $30 million Reefwise Farming Program, contributing to its broader $1.2 billion investment to protect and restore the Great Barrier Reef. Assistant Minister for Tourism and Northern Australia, Nita Green, said the program delivers benefits on and off farm. 

“Protecting the Reef means protecting Queensland jobs. Supporting landholders to do their part means we’re building partnerships and the Reef’s resilience. This investment is a win for the Reef and a win for farmers, “says Senator Green.  


Expressions of Interest for the Reefwise Farming Project are now open.  
For additional details about the Reefwise project and for further information regarding the Expression of Interest process, visit www.reefcatchments.com.au//projects/reefwise-farming-project/

The Mackay Whitsunday Reefwise Farming Project delivered by Reef Catchments is part of the Australian Government’s $1.2 billion investment through the Reef Trust initiative to protect and restore the Great Barrier Reef.

Media Inquiries: Jamie-Lee Carter, Reef Catchments Communications and Media Officer 
Mobile: 0409 898 296 
Email: communications@reefcatchments.com 
Office: Proserpine  

About Reef Catchments 
Reef Catchments are the Natural Resource Management (NRM) group for the Mackay Whitsunday Isaac region. We are a non-government, not-for-profit organisation. We facilitate change and work for long-term solutions to sustain, protect, and improve our region’s natural resources and environment, now and into the future. 

Our team are skilled and outcome-focused people, all dedicated to looking after the environment in the Mackay Whitsunday Isaac region. For more information: www.reefcatchments.com.au  
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