


In the Mackay Whitsunday and Issac region, 
the majority of nesting sea turtles on mainland 
beaches and inshore islands are Flatback 
turtles (Natator depressus). Green turtles 
(Chelonia mydas) and Loggerhead turtles 
(Caretta caretta) generally nest on offshore 
islands but occasionally nest on inshore 
islands and the mainland.

The Mackay and District Turtle Watch 
Association estimates that on average 100 
turtles nest in this region every year. Turtles 
usually nest 3 times in a season, about 2 
weeks apart, with Flatback turtles laying 
around 50 eggs each time, while Green 
turtles and Loggerhead turtles lay around 
120 eggs each time.

Green Turtle Flatback turtle 
(Chelonia mydas) (Natator depressus)
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Cream-yellow plastron (belly)
Low domed carapace (shell) with 
upturned edges
Grey to olive

All sandy beaches
 in the Mackay 

Whitsunday Isaac
region are considered 
to be possible turtle 

nesting sites.

Female turtles migrate 
back to the general area 

of their birth to nest. 
Turtles choose their 

nesting beach while still
offshore. Turtles nest 

every couple of years and 
usually return to the same 

beach each time.
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