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BACKGROUND

Max McFarlane has a sugarcane farm located near Bloomsbury
on the O’Connell River. He has a marginal area of land which
is not viable for growing sugarcane, approximately 0.5 Ha in
size and adjacent to the O’Connell. Recent soil tests have

indicated that the soil type of this land is a sandy, stony, multi-

layered, recent alluvial soil that has formed on the active levee
of the O’Connell River. Max has established a Farm Forestry
trial to investigate the potential to grow hardwood timber
species on this land type. Prior to the establishment of this
trial, Max managed the area by regularly slashing the grass
cover. Immediately beside the trial site, Max has completed a
Systems Repair project (funded by the Australian Government)
on the O’Connell River with riparian re-vegetation to assist in
stream bank stabilisation.
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“The land the trial is set up on was not
suitable for growing cane as it was
rocky and wasn’t the right soil type. |
still had to maintain it by slashing to
reduce weeds and grass growing and
getting out of hand. | saw the trial as
an opportunity so | jumped on board
and planted the trees and so far it has
been going very well.”
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WHAT’S HAPPENING?

Max McFarlanes forestry trial aims to demonstrate new
innovations for forestry management and production in the
Mackay, Whitsunday and Isaac Regions. This particular trial

- investigates the potential to grow hardwood timber species
on areas of marginal sugarcane land where the soil type is not
viable for either growing sugarcane or harvesting, due to high
rock content. The trial compares six hardwood timber species
sourced from northern areas. The selected species have been
chosen for their wind tolerance and suitability to the trial
location. The trial also compares new forestry timbers that
have not been previously grown in this region.

The timber species selected for this trial include Eucalyptus
raveretiana, Eucalyptus longistrata, Corymbia citriodora ssp.
variegate, Corymbia citriodora ssp. citriodora, Eucalyptus
cloeziana (Northern and Southern provenances).

The trial design is a randomised block design of the six
species with two replications. There are 12 plots in total
with 15 trees per plot. Within each plot there are three rip
lines, approximately 5m apart, with five trees planted 2.5m
apart along each rip line. Site preparations, which included
slashing, ripping and spraying, were carried out by the
landholder. The 270 trees (including 180 timber trees and 90
guard trees) were planted by Reef Catchment Officers on the
22 April 2015. Ongoing maintenance has been carried out

by Max and included irrigation in the first few months to help
establish the trees, slashing the inter-rows and some weed
management. Pioneer Catchment Landcare and the Regional
Forestry Working Group have been involved with the trial since
its commencement and continue to provide ongoing support
and advice.

REEF CATCHMENTS (MACKAY WHITSUNDAY ISAAC) LIMITED

PH (07) 4968 4200
E info@reefcatchments.com

www.reefcatchments.com




