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Biodiversity:   Describes the multitude of different species and ecosystems in co-existence in an area and existing within an  
   interconnected ecological system. It also includes genetic diversity, the variety of genes within a species.

Catchment:   An identifiable area within which all rainfall run-off drains to a single drainage exit point in the form of a  
   creek, wetland, river or similar watercourse.

Climate:    The average weather pattern over years or decades.

Climate Change:   A long term change in the average weather patterns occurring over decades to centuries.

Climate Variability: Climate variability relates to shorter term interactions between the ocean and atmosphere that may occur  
   over months to decades, for example weather patterns influenced by El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO).

Community:   For the purposes of this plan, community comprises all individuals that live, work, visit or have cultural  
   connection to the Mackay, Whitsunday and Isaac region.

Connectivity (habitat):  The functional ecological connectedness of habitats.

Country:   A term used by Aboriginal people to refer to the land to which they belong. Aboriginal language usage of  
   the word Country is much broader than standard English and incorporates cultural and spiritual meaning. 

Ecosystem:   A group of living organisms including both plants and animals that exist in an area and their non-living  
   physical and chemical components such as light, humidity and water. 

Elders:    Key person and keeper of knowledge within Aboriginal communities who hold positions of respect and  
   authority in the community.

Governance:   A set of arrangements established to manage the delivery of outcomes.  Includes all processes of governing,  
   whether undertaken by a government, network, formal or informal organisation.

Habitat:    An area or areas occupied, periodically or occasionally, by a species, population or community.

Indigenous Australians:  The original inhabitants of Australia. Includes Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Local Landscape:  Areas of similar social, economic and ecological characteristics, also known as socio-ecological systems. This  
   plan identifies 7 such landscapes.

NRM:    Natural Resource Management. Describes a coordinated set of actions that seek to conserve and manage  
   Australian natural resources (land, water, fauna and flora) via reactive (rehabilitation) and proactive   
   (planning) actions.

Region:    Unless otherwise specified, region refers to the boundary of Reef Catchments Limited regional NRM body  
   as recognised by the Australian Government for funding purposes.

Resilience:   The capacity of a system to absorb disturbance while essentially retaining its functionality and overall  
   structure.

Stakeholder:   Any individuals or groups that have an interest in issues relating to natural resource management in the  
   Mackay, Whitsunday and Isaac region particularly. Stakeholders are engaged based on their level of interest  
   and influence in the outcomes of the NRM Plan.

Sustainable:   Actions that do not damage the environment in the long term and allow it to maintain its resilience (function  
   and structure). Can also relate to social or economic sustainability. For example, sustainable agriculture  
   maintains environmental health, economic profitability, and social and economic equity.

Systems:    A group of interacting, interrelated or interdependent elements forming a complex whole.
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 § Agforce

 § Canegrowers

 § Central Queensland Land Council

 § CQUniversity

 § Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research  
 Organisation CSIRO)

 § Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

 § Growcom

 § Isaac Regional Council

 § James Cook University

 § Mackay Conservation Group

 § Mackay and District Turtle Watch Association

 § Mackay Recreational Fishers Alliance Inc

 § Mackay Region Chamber of Commerce

 § Mackay Regional Council

 § Mackay Tourism Ltd

 § Mackay Whitsunday Regional Economic  
  Development  Committee

 § North Queensland Bulk Ports

 § Pioneer Catchment and Landcare Group Inc

 § Plane Creek Productivity Services

 § Queensland Government Department of  
 Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

 § Queensland Government Department of Natural  
 Resources and Mines  

 § Queensland Government Department of State  
 Development, Infrastructure and Planning

 § Queensland NRM Planners Network

 § Queensland Parks and Wildlife Services 

 § Reef Catchments Ltd

 § Regional Development Australia

 § Regional Groups Australia

 § Resource Industry Network

 § Sarina Landcare Catchment Management  
 Association Inc

 § Tandy Group

 § Traditional Owner Reference Group 

 § Whitsunday Catchment Landcare Inc

 § Whitsundays Marketing and Development

 § Whitsunday Regional Council

 § Wilmar

to our valued stakeholders.
Thank you to all photo competition entrants and contributors: Cheryl Cooper, Chris 
MacColl, Dale Mengel, Emma Reid, James Chacko, Jayden Cali, Kerensa McCallie, Royce 
Bishop, Jazlyn Pickering, John Daymond, ‘AJ’, Leah Furey, Maree Cali, Micah Welsh, Sue 
Vains, Vicki Collwell, Wendy Robinson. 
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A region that is resilient and adaptive to change; 
where people, the environment, production and 

development exist together in balance.”
“

Map Data: 
State of Queensland (Department of Science, Information Technology, Innovation and the 
Arts) 2014, State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Heritage Protection) 2013, 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, Australian Bureau of Statistics, Mackay Regional 
Council, Whitsunday Regional Council, Isaac Regional Council.

At the time of publication, all due care and diligence has been taken to accurately reflect current and 
collated information. Research and materials produced by, or for, Reef Catchments remain the property 
of Reef Catchments where applicable. The content of this report is provided for information purposes 
only and has been published in good faith. Reef Catchments does not accept any responsibility for 
the accuracy or currency of information, errors or omissions within this report and will not be liable 
for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred or arising by reason of any person using or relying on 
information in this publication. 


