


2008 WILDFIRE
In 2008 a wildfire swept through 
the remnant vegetation south of 
Haliday Bay. The fire occurred in 
hot, dry weather, with high fuel 
loads, and high wind speed. It 
was ignited by high winds causing 
power lines to arc together 
and spark. This wildfire caused 
extensive damage to the native 
environment and threatened 
local properties. The area had not 
previously burned for 15-20 years. 
To prevent a dangerous wildfire 
occurring again, a burn plan has 
been set up.  The area has been 
split into five sections, with the 
aim that one section is burnt per 
year. This is known as a patchy, 
or mosaic, style burn. Each of 
the sections is being burned 
once every four years, as is 
consistent with the Clark Connors 
Guidelines. The recommendation 
for this vegetation is a burn 
frequency of 3-6 years. 

The area is made up of habitat for 
the nationally listed wildlife such 
as the coastal sheath-tailed bat, 
the black-throated finch and the 
northern quoll. These species are 
either vulnerable or endangered 
and are protected under national 
legislation (Environmental 
Protection and Conservation Act 
1999). Inappropriate fire regimes 
have been listed as a key threat 
to these species, so it is important 
to manage the area according to 
its recommended burn frequency.
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