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Cloudbreak

* Purchased in 2010 from
original family

- Grass-fed, Beef Cattle
breeding and finishing

 Ex-dairy
« 215 Acres, hilly terrain

* Predominately Kikuyu and
Clover pastures

* Altitude of approx. 800 metres,
a cool climate, and average
rainfall of 2.1 metres

+ Bounded by Crediton Creek,
and Eungella National Park



Australian
Lowlines

 Bred from pure Aberdeen
Angus genetics

* Developed in Australia to suit
sustainable and lifestyle
properties

- Compact frames, with
excellent feed efficiency

« Low impact on paddocks and
fences

« [Early maturing - the ability to
finish on grass from 24 months
old

 Naturally polled

 Docile Temperament



End Product

« We market sustainable, grass-
fed, stress-free, free-range
animals

« Superior quality ethical beef

* Nurtured from our paddock to
your plate, with low food
miles.

 Providing local people with
local produce;

 Educating people about where
their food comes from, and
how it is treated.

 ¢‘The highest quality
sustainable beef from our cool
green hills at the top of the
world’



Agricultural
Lime Trial

To trial the application of
Agricultural Lime (Calcium
Carbonate) to a degraded

Paddock to change the pH

 to improve the soil,

 and therefore the pasture,
+ to improve cattle nutrition,
- and decrease erosion,

« and the need for fertilisers.



Changing the pH

 utilise the Lime to neutralise
acidity in the soil,

» freeing up trapped nutrients
that are currently locked up by

the acidity,

« getting rid of the aluminium
toxicity in the soil,

 improving the establishment,
yield, and persistence of
pasture,

- allowing the growth of
legumes such as white clover
for greater nitrogen fixation
through nodules.



Improved carrying
capacity

 improve the carrying capacity
of the paddock,

« and provide a higher protein
content in the feed.

- more clover = less nitrogen
fertiliser needed,

+ working towards the goal of
having a perfect balance of
legumes and pasture.

 improved groundcover with
will also significantly lesson
particulate run-off



Trial Site

The ‘Gallows’ paddock, of
approximately 35 acres, in the
SE corner of ‘Cloudbreak’.

The ‘Gallows’ paddock is
bounded on two sides by
Crediton Creek, and is made
up of sloping hills, and creek
flats.

During past intensive dairying
activities over the years, the
only things added were most
likely super, and urea.



Trial Details

« Apply 2 tonne per acre
Agricultural Lime, as
recommended by agronomist.

 Approximately 35 acres in
‘Gallows’ paddock, therefore
allow 70 tonnes.

- Ag Lime comes in 33 tonne
lots in truck and quad dog,
therefore work on 66 tonne.

- Have soil tests done before,
during and after trial.



Lime choice

« Chose to use a FNQ supplier
near Townsville.

« They supplied crushed
limestone, rather than the
locally-available product being
more like dolomite.

- The FNQ lime had a higher
calcium content.

« The FNQ lime had a higher
reactivity ie ability to change
pH.
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Pasture
Resilience

 Increased resilience - frost
tolerance, drought, flood

 Faster recovery



2017

 Increased pasture coverage
and health

« Less weed growth
* Increased clover content
* Increased nutrient value

 Increased carrying capacity
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From Mandy, Kell, Imogen
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