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WHY DOES IT MATTER  
An excellent example of bringing multiple networks together 
was the recent ‘Cloudbreak – Innovative Grazing Networking 
event. Where key members like Landcare, the Greater 

INNOVATIVE 
GRAZING NETWORK 
Regional Landcare Facilitator (RLF) Juliane Kasiske 
facilitates the Innovative Garzing Network for the 
Mackay Whitsunday Region with connections to other 
NRM regions to ensure distribution of information and 
communication of activities, and other land management 
initiatives that can be beneficial to producers.

The establishment of an innovative grazing network 
has been designed as a tool for Central QLD Coast 
innovative graziers to share stories, ideas, methods, 
photos, and network. (Find us on Facebook – Innovative 
Grazing Network Central QLD Coast).

Our members are diverse and are linked to various 
networks, with the common desire to sustain long-term 
economic and social benefits from their environment.

Whitsunday Food Network, and local producers (cattle, 
grain, fruit & veg) mingled to exchanged knowledge.

In the cloudy tops of the hilly Crediton countryside a 
group of more than 30 farmers, including industry partners 
witnessed the wealth of knowledge from our regions 
Landcare Groups (Mackay, Sarina and the Whitsundays). 
Topics covered included; biosecurity, weed identification, 
weed control, revegetation management and erosion 
control. The benefits of dung beetles related to soil health 
and the potential to source dungs locally in the near future 
was also emphasised.

Event hosts, Kell and Mandy Tennent, explained their 
Cloudbreak Lowline Eungella Beef Enterprise - a low 
maintenance, easy calving Angus genetics available. 
The couple is determined to improve their practice 
and is currently involved in a pasture renovation trial 
with Reef Catchments. As part of their management 
they also support ‘Land for Wildlife’ and promote 
Biosecurity awareness.  Their involvement with the 
Greater Whitsunday Food Network (GWFN) benefited the 
marketing of their produce, which they sell through various 
outlets including the Greater Whitsunday Farmers Market 
in Mackay. GWFN President Deb McLucas shared her 
vision of fostering the development of a vibrant local food 
culture, and gave tips and clues  about marketing, regional 
food branding, and networking.

Linking Networks - Reef Catchments RLF Juliane Kasiske (second right) mingling with local 
producers Kell & Mandy Tennent (furthest left and right), Deb McLucas of the Greater Whitsunday 
Food Network (second left) and Landcare (not shown) at the Cloudbreak Networking BBQ.



GIVING FARMERS  
A VOICE  
Juliane Kasiske is one of 56 Regional Landcare 
Facilitators within Australia. She sees herself as a 
messenger between farmers working on ground and the 
Australian Government.

“We (RLF’s) are an influential component of identifying 
challenges, needs, but also highlighting success to 
attract funding. The common goal here is to guarantee 
agricultural profitability and meeting food demand, which 
correlates with soil fertility. I find it appropriate to quote 
Walter Jehne here, the ‘Soils for Life’ microbiologist, who 
explains it quite simple -What happens below ground, 
determines what happens above ground”, Juliane said.

“I am feeling very lucky to be working in the Agriculture 
sector, it is a complex system with great challenges. 
My role allows me to be quite creative and to deliver to 
the need of the people working on the ground, where I 
build and strengthen relationships to foster sustainable 
practice change.”

In the Mackay Whitsunday Region she has formed 
meaningful relationships with members across the 
Agriculture industry and community groups. Apart from 
her regional connections she maintains networks and 
contacts on a state-wide and national level to deliver best 
land management and sustainable agriculture production 
throughout Australia.  

In her role, Juliane runs capacity building activities 
to enhance land managers knowledge in using 
sustainable management practices (Key events are the 
annual ‘Grazing Forum’ in March and the ‘Health Soils 
Symposium’ in December).

POWER NETWORKS -  
A DRIVING FORCE    
Another strategic tool to influence farmers, build networks 
and demonstrate productivity is the Central Queensland 
Soil Health Systems (CQSHS) group. The group is 
dedicated to restoring and building soil health through 
combining practical knowledge and science. 

The farmer-driven research and trials provide the broader 
farming community with relevant local field experience, 
which the group is openly to encourage change and 
promote healthier soils and greater yields in our region. 

Juliane is a proud supporter of the networks mentioned 
throughout this article, including others. Whose projects 
she assists through the Australian Government Regional 
Landcare Facilitator Programme also known as the 
National Landcare Programme.

“ My overall aim is to ensure a sustainable 
and productive farming future. To be 
able to achieve that, I need to have a 
good understanding of our region and its 
practices, understand farmers and their 
constrains and needs. But also understand 
the industries global context.” Juliane said.

 “ Only by engaging and learning from one 
another, we can open up opportunities and 
support the shift to a resilient innovative 
farming future.”
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