


Reef Catchments and the
Bushfire Consortium

Reet Caxchments & o communiy based,
notor-profit orgonisaticn thet has o proven
s R
management n u
Iscoe region. Resf Corchmants works
across privaie and al levels of the
p:bkcsecnmbdelwerhmuhw}me#ey
matier.

For mose information and consoct details, visit
the webisie www. com.au,

The Bushfire Consomium was formed o
raduce the theact of inappropaaie fira on
the wnique natural and economic values
of the Quaensland anvironmens. In Clorke
Cepnors Range, sdllile maging ilusircras
thet numerous karge and inense cry seoson
wildfiras hove cccurred over the last 10
years. The concem is thot o drier ond hoser
climare may fudher incraase the incidence of
these fires wih consequectid economic and
envionmenial mpacs. Rurcd communitias
recognise the mognitude of thess fires, and
theireﬂemon lite, pmpen,- paoduamty.
bty en i g
communiy has rot accass o
information on opprogpricie fire management
practices untl now.

Reef Caxchments, mponnenh-pwahvdunu
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Ffaorﬂ lhemSeM:e has roken up the

gmdmgdahum:m

18 Manageenant nning in
'b&aagm Theeﬁmmnwgudab
ore the culminarion of exensive discussions
with exparienced mambers of volunier
nudﬁrebrigodmmdoﬂwmpemed&m
managers and fire scankiss.

‘3. Season — whet Eme of

Thesa guidalines ora one of the producs o
the Bushfire Consorfium and are inended
1o be usad by volurdeer rural fire brigades
ond kendownars who are on the front Iina in

ng fire in rural communities. They cre
meminobewedrohelplmd manogers

plon hazord reduction buming, and in
undenraking planned bums for improved

production and Consenation ouicomes.

Using these guidelines
These fire mancgement guidalines have bean
Moped{oflﬂordao:pe inthe

Clarke Connors Range. These landscops
hypas are oomposeﬁ vageiotion fypes that

reqite similar fira peescriptions.

Four imponart fackors 10 consider when
planning for fire management are:

1. tﬁ:ﬂnqwnq ~ howe chen shodd an arec

2Fi:aembmny ~ how hot does the fire need

potwdl\suolly
provide the desirad conditions for a
planned bum; and
4.Bu the parcantoge of
= co"::;tmm.rgunhmdm

focions o consider are fuel

V_;lo&f; ;:drﬂapeed. humidity, fusd curing,

aspact
Thess guidelines ore not imended 10 account
bdwmm Seasonal, nm;‘l;y
can )
Pk oheod, o wbﬁm
condifices ore . and dlways chroin
udodhembmndmmdaperma

your fire warden,

vency
: - Under most
circumsioncas the
numbear of years
betwaan burns should
fodl within the GREEN

funge This mﬁ:red

opproprae for hozard managemers,

production and

CONSANVGoN OUWICOMES.
m Under some circumaicnce here

for more or lass freguent

mety be

fire, bmh‘s should fll within the ORANGE
range. Generally, this would cccur s ¢ 'one

05 a.g. two firas in fhees years 1o reduce o

Itmmo infastation.

it would ba considered

tohb for Eca fraquency 1o fall within
it long

the RED range. For exam

pernds of ma batween & woddreauhn
mdesiredveym»md\denmondloesd
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g- Under mast circumstances, condiions
in Ha RED

ithi renge of seasons would resut
in domaging fire and//or fira that s difficult
o .

Mosaic
Potchy fuals

elﬁaohva n naducng the ema\my and spnead
of wildfire, wihout risking ihe comglee

loss of posture grasses, soils and nuirieess.
This will aleo pecract the lond from weed
inkasictions of envionmental domage that
somatimas resubs from complete remowal of

fhe ground loyer from korge arecs.

Senelty
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MODERATE insansity fire is < 2m in height.
HIGH imersity fise is > 2m in height.




Climate of the
Central Queensland Coasts Area.

The Clarks Comnors Range fire manaosment
guidelines cover the majority of the Central
Queenstand Coast bioregion.

Geographically the guidelines cover an area of
approxirately 940 000 ha in 3 narrow coastal
strip extending froem just south of Bowen to
Hagay Rodk Creek scuth of Carmila.

The regien's climate & humid and tropical with
hot wet summers and codler dry winters.

Rainfall varies significantly fram the coast of
Mackay averaging 1600 mm 3 year to 3000
mm a year in the elevated sactions of the
Clark Connors range.

The average summer temperature range is 23°
1 31° C insummer to 117 to 22 C inJuly.
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Burning i1s generally not recommended in this landscape
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banksia, paperbarks, bloodwoods, black she-oak, peppermint and stringybarks & grasslands on sand dunes.
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Hazard Reduction

Burning is not generally recommended in coastal dune systems
and adjacent buffer 2one unless for rehabilitation or protection
purposes in spedal circumstances.

Exotic grass infestations, such as Guinea grass, are common along
the edges of coastal dune vegetation. Many introduced grasses
are favoured by disturbance and rapidly re-grow after fire, often
accumulating similar fuel loads in as little as one season,
Landowners in some built up areas may desire protection burning
to reduce hazards. Fire should only be used to gain initial control
of weedy areas as part of a long term weed management
strategy. Burn with low intensity fire; ensure good scil moisture s
present (e.g. after 50mm of rain), and no more than once every
3-5 years. Avoid regular or repsated buming, and do not burn in
dry conditions when risk is high.

Management of exotic grasses and other weeds is best achieved
by using a registered herbicide when the plant is actively growing.
Guinea grass & easily killed after fire with minimal herbicide use.

Production

Clearing, and introduction of exotic pasture species, coupled with
impacts of stock can severely impact on fragile dune systems.
Exotic spedes can out-compete natives in disturbed areas and
alter natural fire regimes

Open dune grasslands supporting native grasses such as black
spear grass would tolerate a low intensity fire every 3-7 years.
Planned bums should only be conducted when rapid regeneration
of the grassy layer s expected. Bumn with good scil moisture and
when there is a good chance of follow up rain. Avoid regular or
repeated burning as loss of groundcover and soil nutrients will
encourage weeds and less favourable grasses.

Disturbance of ground layer leads to weed invasions and loss of
native grasses. Minimise disturbance from stock trampling, and
manage weeds using other methods than fire.

Conservation

Lack of knowledge of this ecosystem and its need for fire is a
major obstacle to effective fire management. In general, fire
should only be applied for regeneration of natve grasses and
canopy trees, and responses carefully monitored.

Fire management could be trialled
in areas supporting a native grass
ground layer. A low intensity fire
no more than once every 3-7 years
with good soil moisture is advised.
Indicators of successful fire
management include; germination
of canopy tree species; maintaining
native grass dersity; fauna
abundance; and reducing exotic grass dominance.

Many areas supporting beach saub pioneer spedes in the
understorey will naturally revert to beach scrub; actively exdude
fire from these areas.

Coastal landscapes support a diverse range of plants and animals
and their habitats are vulnerable to disturbance. Redudng
disturbance and managing weeds rather than fire will protect
coastal habitats and wildlife, such as the orange footed scrub fowl
(pictured above).
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