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BACKGROUND

Di Williams owns and operates a cattle property called
‘Wanemya’ located in Eungella. The property is 194 Ha of hilly
country with steep slopes and an elevation of 800m. It has
two permanent creeks which run into Broken River and backs
onto parts of the Eungella National Park. A wildlife corridor
also runs through the property. The soil type of the property
is described as shallow and degraded clay/loam, with a pH of
5.7. Laboratory tests show that the soils are low in calcium,
nitrogen, phosphorus, sulphur and molybdenum and high in
magnesium, potassium, copper, manganese and boron.

Di has an interest in Forestry Practices and is passionate about
growing trees. She was a Pruned Stand Certification Auditor
through Australian Forest Growers (AFG) for a number of years.
Di was also the secretary for the Mackay Whitsunday AFG
branch for almost five years.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING?

In 2003, Di participated in a forestry trial and forestry plots
were established on her Eungella property. The purpose of the
trial was to investigate the following:

e if local native species could be grown as commercially
viable timber species;

if non local native species which were known timber
species could be grown at Eungella; and

if exotic species could be grown at Eungella and if so then
assess their commercial viability.

The trial design is a box plot design consisting of 47 plots.
Species planted were categorised as optional species,
meaning that they weren’t native to the Eungella region,

and core species, meaning that they were endemic to the
area. The plotis surrounded on three sides by two rows of
perimeter trees. The fourth side of the trial site, which is
located against the wildlife corridor, is surrounded by one row
of perimeter trees. Perimeter tree species included Eucalyptus
grandis (Rose gum), Eucalyptus resinifera, (Red Mahogany)
and Grevillea robusta (Silky Oak). These trees have not been
included in the plot data as their role was designed to limit
the impact of the surrounding environment on growth and
survival rates of the plantation species. In total there were
266 perimeter trees, 440 core species trees and 360 optional
species trees planted.

The trial site is approximately 1Ha in size. Factors which
influenced the location of the trial site included soil quality,
slope and protection from surrounding vegetation. However,
the site is exposed to the prevailing South-Easterly winds.
Prior to planting the site was ripped several times to a very
fine tilth.
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