
“ Funding through the Reef Programme 
has helped our overall farm 
management through internal fencing, 
which allowed us to rotate our cattle 
and reduce grazing pressure. Now, 
erosion prone areas remain cattle 
free for a longer period of time or 
all together during the wet season 
to prevent further erosion. This has 
played a crucial part in the recovery and 
stabilisation of major erosion sites. The 
fencing also makes it easier to muster.” 

 – Jodie Ferdinand, grazier 

Case
study FOCUS ON

  The main management issues when the  
property was purchased included: limited internal 
fencing constraining the ability to control grazing, major 
erosion of gullies and tracks, and poorly managed 
regrowth.  After the implementation of riparian and land 
type fencing together with off-stream watering points, 
these past issues are now well managed and Jodie’s 
new focus lies on improving soil health.

BACKGROUND
Ben and Jodie purchased the 690 ha Cedar Bend property in 
2011. The property is located west of Proserpine in the Kelsey 
Creek Catchment and is primarily used for beef production. 
Currently, the Ferdinand’s manage 150 head of cattle on the 
farm.

The farm is mainly managed by Jodie as Ben works off the 
property during the week.



“ Through Reef Programme we have 
turned one large open paddock into 
eight smaller paddocks with off-stream 
water points. This will help our long 
term management plans.” 

– Jodie Ferdinand, grazier
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WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Initially in 2011, Ben and Jodie approached Landcare to buy 
plants to reduce erosion in gullies. Landcare advised them 
of the Reef Programme, with funds being distributed by Reef 
Catchments in the Mackay Whitsunday Region.

As part of the programme, Ben and Jodie were able to install 
14 km of land type and riparian fencing, and established four 
off-stream watering points to improve grazing management, 
ground cover and control a number of eroding gullies. They 
also took the opportunity to have a Reef Rescue funded Soil 
Conservation Officer inspect several major erosion sites and 
provided detailed plans on how to manage the erosion. 

In 2014, as part of the management plan, the additional 
planting of trees and improved ground cover established in 
swales and eroded gullies resulted in reduced runoff, and 
aided in stabilising major erosion sites. 

OUTCOMES 
TO DATE 
When Ben and Jodie purchased Cedar Bend most of the 
land had been scrub pulled, leaving large rows of debris 
and regrowth. 

To date, they have a number of paddocks where they 
plan to remove timber rows and control regrowth. Each 
paddock will then be sown and locked up for 12 months. 
This will improve overall management and production 
of the property. Overall, the Ferdinands have been able 
to transform their paddocks and manage major erosion 
issues. The management plan developed allowed them to 
control stock in eroding areas and better manage grazing 
pressures. 

But the Ferdinands are not done yet. Earlier this year 
(2016) Jodie decided to cease the application of all 
synthetic fertilisers with the intention to transition to bio-
liquid fertilisers. 

With major erosion sites now well managed Jodie is 
focusing on a holistic approach to farming  which includes 
soil health. Jodie is passionate about achieving best land 
management practice on her farm and understands that it 
is fundamental to the health of the Great Barrier Reef. 

Jodie is also trialling the application of compost tea as a 
pasture fertiliser.

Shortly after intensive grazing has occurred and new 
growth is showing the liquid fertiliser will be applied with a 
boom spray. The aim is to eventually apply this tecnique to 
all paddocks. 

In addition, hens will soon be introduced to provide 
nutrient in the form of manure to the paddocks. The overall 
aim is to increase microbial activity in their soils after 
decades of grazing has diminished soil quality on their 
land. This will also reduce their expenditure on expensive 
fertilisers [synthetic] and supplements.

Their holistic and diverse farming approach covers issues 
like managing soil erosion, maintaining soil fertility, 
lowering sediment and nutrient runoff, dispersal of grazing 
pressures, and understanding land constraints in relation 
to stocking rates and breeding management. 

KEY POINTS 
  Water quality improvements due to fencing  

and off-stream water points as cattle is now  
more effectively managed (grazing rotation)

  Ground cover on all paddocks has recovered due 
to the fencing which prevents overgrazing and 
compaction

  Intensive grazing in smaller paddocks with regular 
rotations aids in weed management

  Planting of trees and vegetation in swales diverts/
reduces runoff and thus prevents further erosion of 
gullies

  Pasture hens and liquid fertiliser will improve 
microbial activity and thus soil quality, which will 
allow for greater productivity on the farm


