
Look after 
your cat
Protect  
our  
wildlife

 
but cats are very efficient predators. 

Though feral cats are declared pests, and domestic 
cats are not, both can have significant negative 
impacts on native animals in urban areas.

In addition to threatening native species, feral and 
domestic cats present a disease risk. Toxoplasmosis 
is passed on to native animals through either eating 
an infected cat or more commonly via contact with 
faeces of an infected cat.

Australian marsupials are particularly susceptible to 
toxoplasmosis which can cause paralysis, blindness, 
respiratory disorders and an increase in stillbirths. 

Looking after domestic 
cats and our native 
wildlife in Mackay’s 
residential areas.

 
Mackay Regional Council Local Laws outline 
the following minimum standards for keeping 
animals:

• A cat owner must register the cat within 14 days  
 of starting to keep the cat

• Ensure the cat is appropriately identified so that  
 owner’s name, address and telephone number  
 are accessible

• Ensure cat waste including food scraps and  
 droppings are contained

• Ensure cats are kept in a clean and sanitary  
 enclosure, and do not cause nuisance or  
 disturbance
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For further information about the Slade Point Cat 
Monitoring Project, please contact Reef Catchments.

For more information about registering your cat 
and local laws, please contact Mackay Regional 
Council on 1300 622 529 or visit the website for 
more information on pest animals at:  
www.mackay.qld.gov.au/Protecting_Our_Wildlife 

PHOTO CREDITS: Len Izzy, Department of National Parks, 
Sport and Racing, Tina Ball, Derek Ball, Reef Catchments Ltd. 



 is a residential area that 
includes reserve land, suburban parks and gardens. 
It also has an area of tidal wetlands and associated 
Melaleuca woodlands. These areas are nationally 
important areas for several species, including 
a diversity of birds and one of Australia’s rarest 
marsupials, the Water Mouse (Xeromys myoides).

As our population grows and we expand our living 
areas, our domestic animals can have a negative 
impact on wildlife on the neighbouring environment.

 Pet Ownership

A cat can live up to 
twenty years if well 
looked after. Cats will 
hunt birds, lizards, 
snakes, amphibians, 
small mammals, 
insects, and even fish.  

        In a long lifetime, this adds up!

To protect your pet cat and our native wildlife, here are 
some tips you can follow:

• De-sex, vaccinate and worm your cat to keep  
 it healthy and control the population of  
 hunting cats and unwanted kittens

• Restrict your cat’s access outside, especially  
 at night. This greatly reduces the impact of cats  
 on local populations, while also protecting your  
 cat from fights, traffic and other threats

• Collar bells serve as a warning to other animals

• Catbibs act as both a visual warning due to  
 bright colour, and a physical barrier to give  
 prey an advantage to escape

www.reefcatchments.com.au

 asked questions
 

Don’t cats control rats and mice? 
Cats will kill some rats and mice, including native 
ones. It is best to identify and remove what is 
attracting rats and mice to your house. Dog or cat 
food left out overnight, birdseed and rubbish can 
attract them.

Don’t cats control snakes? 
Snakes are native wildlife and protected by law.  
Cats do not deter snakes and can be killed by 
snakes. If you are concerned about snakes, keep 
the grass around your house short, remove piles 
of rubbish and do not leave food outside that will 
attract mice and rats as this will only encourage 
snakes.

The Slade Point Cat Monitoring Project is a joint initiative 
of Reef Catchments, Mackay Regional Council and North 
Queensland Bulk Ports, through funding from the  
Australian Government.
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